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that they did not think any considerable exports could yet be afforded
from these provinces with due regard to the future welfare of the country,
and the preservation of the lives of the inhabitants,

24.    They were however of opinion that 30,000 bags might be spared
from the Company's stores without much danger. We accordingly resolved
to dispatch  that quantity without loss of time, and directed  them  to
advertize for proposals for its immediate transportation either to Bombay
or Teilicherry.    In consequence of which they engaged vessels to convey
this supply at the rate of sicca rupees 6 and 6-6 per bag.   As the season
of the year made it requisite that the ships who undertook this passage
should be strong and well found we directed the Master Attendant to
examine each of them, previous to their being engaged for this service.

25.    The great plenty and low price of grain at Madrass at this period
held out a prospect of being able to supply a considerable quantity from
that place as the merchants who had collected, as we understood, a large
quantity of rice from the Sircars would gladly change its destination to
the relief of Bombay or Teilicherry.

26.    We therefore advertized for proposals for the delivery of 50,000
bags at either of these places before the ist of October to be paid for by
bills of exchange on this Government, and accepted all the offers which
could be depended upon, in consequence, to the amount of 36,000 bags,
at the rates of loj and 1 1 rupees per bag.

27.    We have likewise accepted all the bills drawn upon us by that
Presidency, and omitted no opportunity of conveying supplies to them
from our treasury.
28.    You have been already informed of the steps we had taken,
previous to our last dispatches to you, for supplying the Presidency of
Fort   Marlborough   in   obedience   to  your  repeated   commands.   Their
indents  with  a  few  trifling variations,  which  necessity  obliged  us  to
make, had been fully complied with except in the article of ophium
of which we had not any on hand and of specie which the state of our
treasury did not admit of our supplying.    And bills from them have been
accepted to the amount of current rupees 2,04,542-5-8 since the commence-
ment of the last year.
29.    The difficulties which the Presidency of Fort Marlborough found
themselves under for a supply of specie from here obliged them to make
repeated and earnest applications to us on this subject.    And Lieutenant
Colonel Murray, whose health and the situation of his
Consultation snd private affairs rendered his making a voyage to Bengal
^UBC"                      necessary, was charged with a further representation
of their distress and of the necessity of some steps being immediately taken
for their relief.
go.   Fully sensible of the urgency of their demands we did not hesi-